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94-285 October 31, 1994 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
EIU PEOPLE IN THE NEWS 
Carolyn Cooper, associate professor of special education, has been awarded 
a Fulbright grant to lecture at Hertzen Pedagogical University in St. Petersburg, 
Russia. She is one of approximately 2,000 U.S. grantees who will travel abroad for 
the 1994-95 academic year under the Fulbright program. Individuals are selected 
on the basis of academic and professional qualifications and their ability and 
willingness to share ideas and experiences with people of diverse cultures. Cooper 
is at Hertzen through December. 
Dianna Ensign of Charleston has been selected as the university's Supervisor 
of the Year. Ensign, who has been at Eastern since 1977, is a financial aid advisor 
in the Office of Financial Aid and is a member of the Illinois Association of Finan-
cial Aid Administrators. In addition to assisting students with their financial 
assistance needs, Ensign supervises five full-time employees, two seasonal 
employees and five student workers in the financial aid processing unit. She is the 
daughter of Mary LaBarge of Bradley and the late lrvon LaBarge. 
Joyce Felstehausen, professor of career occupations, is the recipient of 
Eastern's 1994 Paul Overton Award for outstanding and dedicated long-term 
support for off-campus adult students. During his 32 years at Eastern, Overton 
travelled over 300,000 miles to off-campus sites to teach, advise and counsel 
adult students. He retired as chairman of educational psychology and guidance this 
summer. During her 20-year career at Eastern, Felstehausen has taught three or 
more off-campus classes each semester and shared her expertise in career develop-
ment with students enrolled in Eastern's career occupations program. '' 
English professor Bruce Guernsey was Eastern's nominee for the Carnegie 
Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching 1994 Professors of the Year pro-
gram. He competed against professors from all 50 states and the District of 
Columbia for the honor. Guernsey's high standards of academic excellence earned 
him recognition as the 1992-93 Board of Governors Universities Distinguished 
Professor. Other honors include Fulbright senior lectureships in Portugal and 
Greece; appointment to the Fulbright selection committee for Southern Europe; 
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fellowships in creative writing from the National Endowment for the Arts and the 
Illinois Arts Council; and five EIU Faculty Excellence Awards. 
Bobbie Hilke is serving in Eastern's institutional advancement area as 
assistant to the vice president for, capital campaign. Her duties include soliciting 
major gifts from corporations and foundations and organizing regional and constitu-
ent campaigns in various cities around the state and nation in support of the 
Second Century Campaign, established to commemorate the 1 OOth anniversary of 
the founding of Eastern by the General Assembly in 1895. Hilke served as Eas-
tern's head women's basketball coach and physical education instructor from 1979 
to 1993. Her most recent role has been that of centennial coordinator, with 
responsibility for the administration and implementation of programs and projects 
associated with the university's 1994-1995 centennial celebration. 
Lt. Col. David Sims is the new commander of Eastern's award-winning Army 
Reserve Officers' Training Corps (ROTC) Panther Battalion and is teaching in the 
military science department. During his three-year assignment at Eastern, Lt. Col. 
Sims hopes to increase the number of students participating in Army ROTC, to 
improve training and education offered to students, and to make their experience 
challenging and fun. Prior to coming to Eastern, he served as deputy director for 
the Center for Army Tactics at the United States Army Command and General 
Staff College at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas. His military career spans 20 years and 
has included various assignments in the United States and Germany. His awards . 
and decorations include the Meritorious Service Medal with four oak leaf clusters, 
the Army Commendation Medal and the Army Achievement Medal with three oak 
leaf clusters .. 
James Williams, a Mattoon native, has joined the University Police depart-
ment as a patrolman. He formerly worked at R.R. Donnelley and Sons Co. in 
Mattoon. He is currently completing a 1 0-week police-training program. The 
department required additional officers to provide security for the ever-growing 
campus. 
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